


Third Appeals Court Hears
Constitutional Challenge fo ACA

n June 8th a three judge

panel from the U.S. 1l1th

Circuit Court heard argu-
ments in a lawsuit aimed at over-
turning the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (ACA). Federal
appeals courts in Cincinnati and
Richmond heard similar cases in
May. During almost three hours of
oral arguments, the judges voiced
concern that upholding the law
could lead to Congress adopting
other broad economic mandates.

Twenty-six states, a coalition of
small businesses and private indi-
viduals originally brought the suit in
Florida. U.S. District Judge Frank
Vinson ruled in their favor to invali-
date the ACA in its entirety.

Probing questions by the 11th
Circuit panel led observers to
believe that they may be consider-
ing that at least part of the law,
designed to expand health cover-
age to tens of millions of
Americans, is unconstitutional. “If
we uphold the individual mandate
in this case are there any limits on
Congressional  Power?” asked
Chief Judge Joel Dubina. Circuit
Judges Frank Hall and Stanley

Marcus voiced similar concerns.

In an effort to allay these concerns,
Acting U.S. Solicitor Neal Kaytal
said that the legislative branch can
only exercise its powers to regulate
commerce if it will have a significant
effect on the economy and solve a
national problem (not a local one).

Judge Hull also questioned the gov-
ernment's claim that the mandate
was critical to achieving the goal of
providing healthcare coverage for
most of the estimated 50 million
uninsured Americans. She stated

that other parts of

the law, such as

expanded Medicare

discounts for some seniors and a
change that would enable those with
pre-existing medical conditions to
get coverage more easily, would
achieve this goal.

Judges Dubina and Hull each asked
the lawyers representing both sides
what would happen to the overhaul
if only the individual mandate were
invalidated but the remainder of the
law was left intact.

Kaytal responded that parts of the
overall law should still survive.
However, he cautioned that it would
be a “deep, deep mistake” to find
the insurance clause unconstitu-
tional. He argued that Congress had
the right to regulate what the unin-
sured must buy because other tax-
payers now have to pay for the $43
billion of healthcare costs the unin-
sured generate every year.

Paul Clement, representing the
states, said the insurance require-
ment is the “driving force” of the
broader package. He stated that
without it the rest of the package
should collapse.

Judge Marcus indicated that the
case appeared to be an argument
about civil liberties. However he

ques-
tioned

whether  the

judicial branch should “stop at the
water's edge” or intervene.

The 11th Circuit Court of Appeals is
considered to be one of the most con-
servative in the country. However,
none of the three panelists is thought
to be either a staunch conservative or
a dedicated liberal. President Reagan
nominated Marcus to serve on the
Florida bench. President Clinton ele-
vated him to the Appeal Court. Judge
Hull has served as a county judge in
Atlanta and is known for her
challenging  questions to all
parties involved.

Dubina is not considered to be as
strident a conservative as some of his
colleagues on the Court. However,
he is under particular scrutiny
because of his daughter's position on
healthcare reform. Martha Dubina
Roby, a first term Republican
Congressperson, voted to repeal the
heath care plan. She said it was “less
about providing health care for all
citizens and more about expanding
the federal government.”

Arkansas Certifies H.H.C.
Group for External Reviews

tion to conduct external reviews in the state. Arkansas requires

On May 31 the state of Arkansas granted H.H.C. Group certifica-

health plans to enable covered persons to appeal denials of their
claims to a URAC certified IRO approved by the state’s Department of
Insurance. H.H.C. Group has been a URAC accredited IRO since 2004.
This certification is part of H.H.C. Group’s continuing effort to meet the
needs of its clients in Arkansas and the rest of the country.



overnor Pete Shumlin has
‘ signed a bill making Vermont
the first state to adopt a sin-
gle-payer, publicly financed health-
care system. He described his

action as “both an opportunity and
an obligation.”

“We are here today to launch the
first single-payer system in America,
to do in Vermont what has taken too
long - to have a healthcare (system)
that is the best in the world that
treats healthcare as a right and not
a privilege, where healthcare fol-
lows the individual not the employ-
er,” said Shumlin at the bill signing.

Creation of Vermont's single-payer

system won't happen right away.
The initial step will be the forma-

We are here today

Vermont Passes First
Single-Payer Law

tion of the Green Mountain Care
Board whose first mission will be to
slow the rising cost of healthcare in
Vermont. Presently, these costs are
growing 12 times faster than the
state's economy. Additionally, the
five-member board will have to cre-
ate a reimbursement system for hos-
pitals and physicians, a benefits
package and a method to be used to
finance the single-payer system.

The Governor conceded that the
state faces a number of hurdles in
revamping the current system. It
may take as long as five years to
implement and faces the prospect of
opposition from large employers and
from private, for-profit health plans.

Groups opposing and favoring the
law are already starting to air their
views. Darcie Johnson, executive
director of Vermonters for Health
Care Freedom, a group opposing
the law, said, “Today, the Vermont
Legislature turned the reins of our
state's entire healthcare system over
to the Shumlin administration and
five unelected, unaccountable
'experts' appointed by the governor.”

to launch the first

single-payer system in America, to do in

Vermont what has taken too long - to have
a healthcare (system) that is the best in the

world that treats healthcare as a right and

not a privilege, where healthcare follows

the individual not the employer.

— Governor Pete Shumlin

The U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services will have to grant
eight separate waivers in order for
the state to implement the system.
However, President Obama has
stated that his administration would
provide assistance to states request-
ing waivers that are attempting to
create their own comprehensive
healthcare systems.

H.H.C. Group will continue to
report on Vermont's progress and on
other states plans for changing their
healthcare systems.

Make H.H.C.
Group Your
IRO Solution

ew health reform rules
Nrequiring insurers to con-
tract with at least three
(3) accredited Independent
Review Organizations (IRO) are

quickly coming into effect.

As a URAC accredited IRO since
2004, H.H.C. Group is well
equipped and qualified to service
all of your Independent Review
needs. Whether you require a
review to determine the medical
necessity or appropriateness of a
particular claim, or there are
questions related to the service or
treatment being covered by your
plan, H.H.C. Group is here to
meet your needs.

For more information on our
Independent Review Program,
contact your sales person or the

MRP Department at MRP@hhc-

group.com.



hile costs may be increasing, H.H.C. Group continues to find savings for our customers through our many
cost containment programs. For more information on how our programs can assist you, contact your sales
representative or Joe Michaud, Executive Vice President of Sales, at 301-963-0762 ext. 110, or via e-mail

at j_michaud@hhcgroup.com.

The examples to the right demonstrate recent
savings achieved through our Medical
Review Program. If a claim is unusually
high and the provider will not negotiate or
does not participate in any of our 230 plus
contracted PPOs, the claim may be a good
candidate for a Line Item or Comprehensive
Bill Review. Please contact your sales repre-
sentative or the Medical Review Program
Department, at 301-963-0762 ext. 102 or via
e-mail at mrp@hhcgroup.com, for more
information on these programs.

Negotiation
and Repricing

Case A: Coronary Angioplasty
Case B: Aortocor By Pas-3
Case G: Lobectomy of Lung

Case A: $234,926.00
Case B: $190,968.91
Case C: $ 83,595.82

Savings Examples

The examples shown below demonstrate recent savings
achieved through our Negotiation and Repricing Services.
If you are currently using only one of our many services,
please contact your sales representative or Joe Michaud,
Executive Vice President of Sales, at 301-963-0762 ext. 110
or via e-mail at j_michaud@hhcgroup.com, to find out how
to access all of our health care cost containment services.

May 2011 Examples

Type of Amount
Service Billed % Saved
NEGOTIATION

$99,876.15 69.1%
$116,587.91 40.0%
$ 64,750.00 64.9%
$ 45,450.00 56.6%

REPRICING

$ 40,478.99 82.9%
$120,260.00 15.0%
$ 28,000.00 37.7%

$ 8,622.25 84.2%

Savings

$69,013.97
$46,635.17
$41,992.57
$25,726.29

$33,548.99
$18,039.00
$10,556.00
$7,262.25
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$16,998.00 or 7%
$14,568.50 or 8%
$8,499.50 or 10%




Three Star Preferred

Provider Program Additions

ne of the strengths of H.H.C. Group lies in its relationships with providers. We are pleased to announce the fol-
lowing new program members.

Adaptive Prosthetics Ortho Ken Arola Porter County Anesthesia Assoc.
Glastonbury, CT 06033 Beaumont, TX 77706 Merrillville, IN 46410
ADC Direct Healthcare Supply Kidney Disease Specialists Republic EMS
Hudson, OH 44236 Tinley Park, IL 60477 Houston, TX 77253
Allied Diagnostics Kingwood Pines Hospital Riverwood Family Chiropractic
Katy, TX 77450 Kingwood, TX 77339 Wellsburg, WV 26070
Altair Anesthesia Maris Arango, MD/ Rosa M. Razaboni
Plano, TX 75093 Arango Family Clinic New York, NY 10021
McAllen, TX 78502
Capital Surgical Services, Inc. RPB Medical Services
Falls Church, VA 22042 Midwest Medical Enterprises West Monroe, LA 71294
Columbia, MO 65205
Carole Zawid Sleep Corp.
Absecon, NJ 08201 Morris County Surgery Covington, LA 70435
Parsippany, NJ 07054
Center for Psychiatric Southwest Infectious
and Add Medi National Sleep Therapy Disease Associates
Lafayette, LA 70508 Scarborough, ME 04074 Joliet, IL 60432
Centre Syracuse Northwest Louisiana Nephrology =~ Sugar Land Spinal Solutions
Syracuse, NY 13206 Shreveport, LA 71101 Houston, TX 77057
David Belt Ohio Physical Therapy Network Toni Harrison
Georgetown, TX 78626 Columbus, OH 43220 Phoenix, AZ 85069
Derma Taut Intl Dr. Chow Osceola Internal Medicine Inc. Valley Forge Med Center & Hosp
Avon, CO 81620 Kissimmee, FL. 34744 Norristown, PA 19403
Fairway Medical Pain Management Solutions Zehra S. Kaka, MD, Inc.
Suwannee, GA 30024 Jasper, IN 47546 Zanesville, OH 43702
John A. Glenn, Jr., MD Pinnacle Hospital
Eastman, GA 31023 Crown Point, IN 46307
S
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Contact Information \

Additional product/services information: visit www.hhcgroup.com or call 301-963-0762 ext. 110.
Repricing support/assistance: please e-mail appeals@hhcgroup.com or call?rO\L963 0762 ?‘/Xt 21

Medical Review Program support/information: please e-mail mrp@hhcgroup.

Claim referral submission: please e-mail referrals@hhcgroup.com or call 963-0762ext. 131_,,’

H H c 438 North Frederick Avenue, Suite 200A, Gaithersburg, MD 20877
] m Phone (800) 836-8681 or (301) 963-0762

Fax (800) 720-4424 or (301) 963-9431

G ro u p www.hhcgroup.com

All Images ©iStockphoto.com/lisasawyer



