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The White House held its Health Care Reform
Summit on March 5, 2009, and invited
stakeholders, including providers, insurers,
congressmen, and citizens to participate.
Karen Ignani, president of Americais Health
Insurance Plans (AHIP), told President
Obama that he had AHIPis icommitment to
play, to contribute, and to help pass health-
care reform this yearo The forum included
yve break-out sessions where participants
discussed the challenges of costs, quality of
care, and coverage.

The President and members of Congress were
also presented with a Report on Health Care
Community Discussions, which summarized
responses, surveys, and group reports from
the Americans who responded to the White
House Transition Team(s urging to host and
participate in community discussions on
health care reform. The responders stressed
that they want a system that is all inclusive
and fair, patient-centered and choice-oriented,
simple and efycient, streamlining paperwork
and focusing on care, and comprehensive,
including not only physical health, but also
mental health services.

The forum was a yrst step in what will be a
series of regional White House Forums on
Health Reform.

A Source: Washington Post, 3/6/09

Senate Finance Committee ranking
member Chuck Grassley (RTlowa), said
that he and Senate Finance Committee
Chair Max Baucus (D-Mont.) hoped to
introduce comprehensive health care
reform legislation this summer, adding that
fiif it isnit done this year, it wonit be done
for the next four years.0 Grassley stressed
that the legislation must include proposals
to make the yeld of primary medicine more
attractive to physicians, and said that he
supports a shift from a health care system
that reimburses physicians for the number
of services provided to a system that pays
physicians based on quality of care.

A Source: Kaiser Network, Daily Health
Policy Report 3/23/09

In a letter to Senate leaders by the health
insurance industryis two main trade
groups, Americais Health Insurance Plans
and Blue Cross Blue Shield Association,
the groups said that they could fiphase-out
the practice of varying premiums based

on health statuso if all Americans were

required to buy health insurance.
A Source: Wall Street Journal Online, 3/25/09










